Growth in children after bone marrow transplantation for acute myelogenous leukemia as compared to acute lymphocytic leukemia.
Previous studies of growth in children following bone marrow transplantation for leukemia have demonstrated poor growth with little ability to "catch-up" two to four years after transplantation. Because of small patient numbers, these studies did not distinguish patients with differing types of leukemia. 12 children with acute myelogenous leukemia who survived over 3 years after transplantation were compared with 12 who survived transplantation for acute lymphoblastic leukemia. The initial height standard deviation scores were similar in both groups prior to transplantation. The height standard deviation scores in the acute lymphoblastic leukemia group decreased for each of the 5 years after transplantation while the height score for the acute myelogenous leukemia group after 5 years was not statistically different from pre-transplantation. The growth of the children with myelogenous leukemia was better possibly because these children were older, had received less cranial irradiation at the time of transplantation, and had a lower incidence of severe chronic graft-versus-host disease.